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abstaining from any more extended comments on the subject, and 
referring our readers to the pamphlet itself, if they wish to form 
an opinion of the points in controversy. 



12. — American Entomology, or Descriptions of the Insects of North 
America ; illustrated by Coloured Figures from Original 
Drawings executed front Nature. By Thomas Say. Phi- 
ladelphia Museum. Published by S. A. Mitchell. William 
Brown, Printer. 1824. 8vo. 

For beauty and elegance of execution, this work surpasses any 
other that has been printed in this country. The letter-press of 
Wilson's Ornithology, and of the famous edition of the Colum- 
biad, is executed in a more finished style ; but in the exquisite 
delicacy of the drawings and beauty of the engravings, as well as 
in the marks of taste indicated in the external attractions of the 
volume, the American Entomology is much superior to either of 
them. The fanciful and highly emblematical frontispiece was 
delineated by C. A. Le Sueur ; the figures of the insects were 
drawn from nature by T. R. Peale, and engraved by C. Tiebout. 
The specimens of their labours here furnished are in the highest 
degree creditable to these artists. The work, as it has come from 
their hands, affords a most encouraging testimony of the state of 
the arts in this country, and as such deserves the patronage not 
more of the lovers of science, than of all persons who are dis- 
posed to advance the progress of liberal pursuits, by rewarding 
the successful efforts of genius and skill. 

Of the scientific merits of the work it does not become us to 
speak. And, indeed, in the present instance there is happily 
no occasion for eulogy from us, or from any other quarter, to 
inspire a perfect confidence in the profound researches and 
knowledge of the author. No person, who has paid any atten- 
tion to the advancement of science in this country for the last 
ten years, can be ignorant of the doings and movements of Mr 
Say, or of his particular devotedness to the subjects, of which he 
has treated in this volume. Of Dr Bowditch it has often been 
said by way of eminence, that we have one astronomer in Ameri- 
ca ; it may be said with the same emphasis of Mr Say, that we 
have one entomologist. He has spared no pains in his researches, 
and his zeal has been equal to his means of knowledge. If we 
mistake not, he has travelled in various parts of the Middle and 
Southern States purely for scientific purposes, and with the same 
design he accompanied Major Long's first expedition to the 
Rocky Mountains, and his second one to the Northwestern Ter- 
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ritory. With these advantages, with his ardent love of nature, 
and his unremitted application to his favorite pursuits, Mr Say 
has made acquisitions of no ordinary extent in the various depart- 
ments of natural science, and possesses all the collateral knowl- 
edge requisite for illustrating that in which he so eminently ex- 
cels. He adopts, for the motto of his work, the lines of Stilling- 
fleet, 

' Each moss, 
Each shell, each crawling insect, holds a rank 
Important in the plan of Him who fram'd 
This scale of beings.' 

From the preface it appears, that this volume is the first of a 
series hereafter to be continued. We hope the author will meet 
with the full measure of encouragement, which the extent of his 
labors, and his zeal in the cause of knowledge, so justly deserve. 
We are not sure that he has decided wisely in confining himself 
so exclusively to rigid science, and introducing so little that can 
be interesting to the unskilled ; but of this he must be allowed 
to judge for himself. 



